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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 KINGST 01542 102037 Z 
73-61 

ACTION ARA-17 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-11 INR-10 LAB-06 

NSAE-00 RSC-01 SIL-01 L-03 VOE-OO SCA-01 INSE-00 

RSR-01 H-02 /054 W 

028700 

R 102023 Z MAY 73 
FM AMEMBASSY KINGSTON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1863 

UNCLAS KINGSTON 1542 

E. 0.11652: N/A 
TAGS: CVIS, ELAB, IM 

SUB J : GOVERNMENT PROPOSAL TO IMPOSE A STAMP DUTY ON WORK PERMITS 

1. IN HIS APRIL 18 REVENUE PRESENTATION, THE MINISTER 
OF FINANCE STATED THAT THE GOVERNMENT INTENDED TO 
ASSESS WHAT AMOUNTS TO A FIFTY DOLLAR PER MONTH STAMP 
DUTY ON THE ISSUANCE OF WORK PERMITS TO FOREIGN 
NATIONALS. WORK PERMITS HAVE BEEN THE SUBJECT OF 
CONTROVERSY FOR SOME MONTHS WITH A NUMBER OF 
AMERICAN BUSINESSMEN COMPLAINING THAT THEY HAVE BEEN 
UNABLE TO OBTAIN PERMITS FOR KEY POSITIONS. THE 
LARGER BUSINESSESS APPEAR TO HAVE NO PARTICULAR OBJEC- 
TIONS TO THE IMPOSITION OF THE TAX, IF ONLY IT 

WOULD PERMIT THEM TO OBTAIN THE PERMITS FOR WHAT 
THEY BELIEVE TO BE ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL STAFF 
POSITIONS. INDIVIDUALS, OF COURSE, WILL FEEL MORE 
DIRECTLY THE FINANCIAL PINCH. 

2. ON MAY 10 THE EMBASSY DELIVERED A NOTE TO THE MINISTRY 
OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, WHICH QUOTED SECTION 28 1 OF THE 
IMMIGRATION AND NATIONALITY ACT, AND IS AWAITING 

THE GOJ REACTION. 

DE ROULET 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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